06/21/2011 16:5$ FAX 312 803 5299 



CHAPMAN AND CUTLER LLP 



121003 



Appi.No.: 10/581,989 

Amdt Dated June 21 , 201 1 

Response to Office Action Mailed March 8, 201 1 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in this 
application. 

1. (Cancelled). 

2. (Currently Amended) A mothod accord i ng to claim 1 , A - T^od for hatilftg? Of 
subsurface-mined material usinff at least two similar vehicles, each of said similar vehicles •., 
comprisin g a travel drive, compris ing the steps of: 

moving said at least two similar vehicles in a ro adway section between a heading facg 
and a continuously extended h aulage means, and 

conducting at least one material transfer from a f irst of said similar vehicles to a second 
of said similar vehicles between the headin g face and a transfer Qf the materia l tp the haula g e 
means, wherein 

said at least two similar vehicles (1, 2) comprise linear conveying devices (3, 4), and 
wherein 

at least one linear conveying device of each vehicle is arranged on a vehicle frame so as 
to be raised and lowered, and to be displaceable in a conveying direction. 
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3. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 2, wherein said linear 
conveying devices of the vehicles comprise at least one articulated axle that extends transversely 
to the conveying direction. 

4. (Currently Amended) A - method according to olaim 2, wh e rein A method for 
fa ftulage of subsurface-mined material using at least two similar vehicles, each of said similar 
vehicles comprising a travel drive, comprising the steps of; 

moving said at least two similar vehicles in a roa dway section between a heading face 
and a continuously extended haulage means, and 

conducting at least one material transfer from a first of said similar vehicle s to a second 
of said similar vehicles between the heading face and a transfer of the material to the haulage , . , 
means, therein 

said at least two similar vehicles (\.2) comprise linear conveying devices (3. 4^. 

at least one linear conveying device of each veh icle is arranged on a vehicle frame so as 
to be raised and lowered, and to be displaceable in a conveying direction, and 

sections of said linear conveying device of each vehicle are interconnected in an 
articulated fashion and are connected to separate actuating drives for raising and lowering the 
sections. 

5. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 2, wherein at least one 
section of said linear conveying device is in the form of a sled adapted to be displaceable in a 
longitudinal direction of said vehicle. 

6. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 2, wherein a conveying 
means (5) realized separately of said linear conveying device is arranged underneath said linear 
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conveying device so as to be retractable into said vehicle frame and raised into an extended 
position. 

7. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 2, wherein said linear 
conveying device is arranged so as to be retractable into a position that essentially lies within an 
outline of said vehicle in a top view thereof. 

8. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 2, wherein said linear 
conveying devices (3, 4) are conveyor belts. 

9. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 2, wherein at least one ' 
section of said linear conveying device is connected to a sled adapted to be displaceable in a 
longitudinal direction of said vehicle. 

10. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 6/ wherein said linear 
conveying device and said additional separate conveying means (5) are both arranged so as to be 
retractable into a position that essentially lies within an outline of said vehicle in a top view 
thereof, 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A m e thod according to claim 3, wher e in A method for 

haulage pf mbsurfflggjmiped material using at km two similar vehicles, each of said similar 
vehicles comprising a travel drive, comprising the steps of: 

moving said at least two similar vehicles in a roadway section between a heading face 
and a continuously extended haulage means, and 
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conductin g 81 least one material tra nsfer from a first of said similar vehicles to a second 
of said similar vehicles betwegn the hea d ing fflce and a transfer of the material to ttlg Mlage 
means, wherein 

said a ; least two sim ila r yfthicles ( \ 2) comprise linear conveying dev i ce? (3,4), 

a t | ftax r one linear copying device nf each vehicle is arranged on a vehicle frame so as 
to ha raised and lowered- and to be d isplaceable in a conveying direction. 

cairi linear conveying devices o f the vehicles comprise at least one articulated aTtle that 
extends transversely to th^ conveying direction, and 

sections of said linear conveying device of each vehicle are interconnected in an 
articulated fashion and are connected to separate actuating drives for raising and lowering the 
sections. : > ; 

12. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 3, wherein at least one 
section of said linear conveying device is in the form of a sled adapted to be displaceable in a 
longitudinal direction of said vehicle. 

13. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 4, wherein at least one 
section of said linear conveying device is in the form of a sled adapted to be displaceable in a 
longitudinal direction of said vehicle. 

14. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 3, wherein a conveying 
means (5) realized separately of said linear conveying device is arranged underneath said linear 
conveying device so as to be retractable into said vehicle frame and raised into an extended 
position. 
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15. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 4, wherein a conveying 
means (5) realized separately of said linear conveying device is arranged underneath said linear 
conveying device so as to be retractable into said vehicle frame and raised into an extended 
position. 

16. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 5, wherein a conveying 
means (5) realized separately of said linear conveying device is arranged underneath said linear 
conveying device so as to be retractable into said vehicle frame and raised into an extended 
position, 

17. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 3, wherein said linear ' 
conveying device is arranged so as to be retractable into a position that essentially lies within an 
outline of said vehicle in a top view thereof. 

18. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 4, wherein said linear 
conveying device is arranged so as to be retractable into a position that essentially lies within an 
outline of said vehicle in a top view thereof. 

19. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 5, wherein said linear 
conveying device is arranged so as to be retractable into a position that essentially lies within an 
outline of said vehicle in a top view thereof. 

20. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 6, wherein said linear 
conveying device is arranged so as to be retractable into a position that essentially lies within an 
outline of said vehicle in a top view thereof. 
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